Expressing Regret: wish and if
only

Regretul se exprima cu wish, if only si should have. Timpul verbului arata daca
regretul priveste prezentul sau trecutul.

Wish and if only

Prezent (situatie nereala)

wish / if only + Past Simple

Dupa wish se poate folosi were la toate persoanele: | wish | were taller.
Trecut

wish / if only + Past Perfect

Schimbare dorita, suparare

wish / if only + would + V1

Despre prezent
| wish | had a car.
Mi-as dori sa am masina.
If only | knew the answer.
Macar de as sti raspunsul.

Despre trecut
I wish | had studied more.
imi pare rau ca n-am invatat mai mult.

If only | had listened!
Daca as fi ascultat!

Despre ceva care ne deranjeaza si vrem sa se schimbe
Nu se foloseste cu |/we despre propria actiune.

I wish he would stop talking.
Mi-as dori sa taca odata.

Should have and regret

should have / shouldn’t have + V3

| should have called her.
Trebuia s-o sun.

| shouldn’t have eaten so much.
N-ar fi trebuit sa mananc atat de mult.
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regret + -ing (pentru trecut) sau regret + to (pentru o veste
neplacuta)
I regret telling him the secret.
Regret ca i-am spus secretul.

We regret to inform you that the flight is cancelled.
Ne pare rau sa va anuntam ca zborul e anulat.
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